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LOOKING BACK....
AWSCPA—by HELOISE BROWN, C.P.A., President, 1947-8:
The American Woman’s Society of Certi­
fied Public Accountants is essentially a co­
operative undertaking for the advancement 
of its members. Although our group is 
smaller than other professional women’s 
groups, our growth has been steady and our 
progress, especially in the last few years, 
has been very real. As in any cooperative 
endeavor, the scope of our accomplishments 
and the measure of our success always will 
be limited by the willingness of members to 
devote time, thought, and effort to the work 
of the organization. The result of this year’s 
activities is proof of enthusiastic member­
ship interest and support.
First and foremost on our program for 
this year has been legislation. Our society 
joined with other organizations in fighting 
HR2657, the Administrative Practitioners 
Bill. This bill would limit the right of non­
lawyers to practice before federal govern­
ment administrative agencies. We worked 
for the retention of the amendments of 
HR3214 which provided that no qualified 
person shall be denied admission to practice 
before the Tax Court because of his failure 
to be a member of any profession or calling. 
This bill was passed minus the major Tax 
Court provisions. The committee enlisted 
support by Congress of the Equal Rights 
Amendment in its original form. Jennie 
Palen, chairman of the legislative commit­
tee, early in the year formed a special com­
mittee of women’s organizations to work to­
gether in protesting legislative and other 
discriminations affecting women in any of 
their group. Hundreds of letters and nu­
merous telegrams were sent to members of 
Congress.
Mary Stith, membership chairman, has 
brought our membership to an all-time high. 
Perhaps the most significant feature of this 
increase in membership is that the postwar 
years have not had the adverse effect on 
membership that could be expected. We be­
lieve this continuous growth is recognition 
of the services which AWSCPA can render 
to its members. This larger membership has 
enabled the society to reach more women 
for an exchange of ideas. And, for the 
first time, our membership extends beyond 
the continental limits of the United States, 
one of our newest members practicing in 
Hawaii.
With the help of Edith Moore, the society 
presented each member with a distinctive 
membership certificate which will grace the 
walls of offices throughout the land.
Marion Frye, in charge of public rela­
tions for both societies, has given her time 
generously in carrying out the program 
adopted by the societies last year. A more 
enlightened public opinion concerning 
women in the field of accounting has re­
sulted from her extensive contacts with 
vocational counselors and students and in 
furnishing information regarding our aims 
and accomplishments to accounting so­
cieties, colleges, and universities.
We have continually urged our members 
to take an active part in their state and 
local accounting societies. It is gratifying 
that so large a number of our members at­
tended the American Institute of Account­
ants’ meeting in Miami Beach, Florida, last 
November. We hope a larger number of 
our members will attend the Institute meet­
ing immediately following our annual meet­
ing in September in Chicago.
Our magazine, The Woman C.P.A., is one 
of the most important phases of our work. 
It now has a circulation of more than 1500 
going, in addition to members, to coeduca­
tional colleges, state and national account­
ing societies, and to many large public ac­
counting firms. It has overseas circulation 
in Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Honolulu and 
Australia. As well as serving as a medium 
of communication to society members, The 
Woman C.P.A. is an ambassador of good­
will to thousands of students, teachers, and 
members of our profession. Several ac­
counting magazines have reprinted articles 
from The Woman C.P.A. or quoted from its 
pages. The high quality of the articles 
published in this magazine during the year 
is a tribute to those who prepared articles 
for publication and to the editors of The 
Woman C.P.A.
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